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In this essay, Charlene Desir reflects on her role as an academic from the JI aitian 
diaspora and her journey to reconnect to her Haitian roots after the 2010 earthqualw. 
Desir begins by exj,loring her family background and the centrality oflakou-a sacred 
family space in which to connect to her ancestors and cultural ways of knowing. By 
centering the conversation on community and reciprocity, she considers the roles and 
responsibilities of academics in the diasjJora to give back to their comrnunities. This 
essay tells the story of her exj,eriences in Saint-Raphael, Haiti, developing the Lalwu 
Soley Academic Enrichment and Cultural Arts Center. In examining her own role in 
her community-or lakou-Desir underscores the importance of using Haitian epis­
temology in the j,rocess of rebuilding Haiti. 

In overthrowing me, you have cut down in Saint-Domingue [Haiti] 
only the tree of liberty. It will spring up again by the roots for they are 
numerous and deep. 

Toussaint L'Overture (Haitian liberatm), 1803. 

The Haitian narrative in the Americas has always been a story of perseverance. 
Since independence, Haiti has faced social, political, and cnviron1nental chal­
lenges and contradictions; the .January 12, 2010, earthquake was a profound 
wound for the people of Haiti, but only the most: recent: one. For the Haitian 
diaspora, however-and particularly for Haitian academics-it raised a new 
set of complexities: what is our role and what is our responsibility in response 
to post-earthquake needs? 

As Toussaint L'Ouverture stated so many years ago, the essence of liberty 
in Haiti runs very deep. It: is a nation that will neither die nor surrender. Hai­
tian culture has played a significant role in Haitian survival over the centuries. 
The second republic in the Americas following the United States, Haiti gained 
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